IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-14 (canceled). 

15. (currently amended)A communication system including a plurality of 
communication apparatuses, said communication system transfers a p a ck e ts packet 
from a first communication apparatus to a second communication apparatus, each 
communication apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of interfaces; 

a memory which stores new connection identifiers; 

a converter which converts connection identifiers of received packets to said 
new connection identifiers stored in said memory; 

a switch which transfers a received packet to one of said interfaces based on 
a new connection identifier, 

wherein a control signal is communicated via a first connection between said 
first communication apparatus and said second communication apparatus for 
determining a second connection through which said packet is to be transferred, and 
determining a new connection identifier corresponding to said second connection, 
said new connection identifier is stored in the memories of a plurality of 
communication apparatuses in which said second connection is to be setup, and 

wherein when said packet is received by s a id int e rf a c e one of said interfaces 
of said first communication apparatus, said connection identifier of said received 
packet is converted to said determined connection identifier stored in said memory 
and said received packet is output to sa i d int e rfac e one of said interfaces of said 
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second communication apparatus via said plurality of communication apparatuses in 
which said second connection is setup. 

16. (currently amended)A communication system including a plurality of 
communication apparatuses, said communication system transfers a packet from an 
originating communication apparatus to a destination communication apparatus, 
each communication apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of interfaces; 

a memory which stores new connection identifiers; 

a controller which converts connection identifiers of received packets to said 
new connection identifiers stored in said memory; 

a switch which transfers a received packet to one of said interfaces based on 
a new connection identifier, 

wherein a control signal is communicated between said originating 
communication apparatus and said destination communication apparatus for 
determining a connection through which said packet is to be transferred, and 
determining a new connection identifier corresponding to said connection, and 

wherein when said packet is received by said i nt e rfac e one of said interfaces 
of said originating communication apparatus, a connection identifier of said received 
packet is converted to said new connection identifier stored in said memory and said 
received packet is output to said destination communication apparatus. 
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